MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING

AIA VERMONT

Thursday, November 15, 2007        Burlington

ATTENDING:  Lauren Davis, Assoc. AIA, President; Guy Teschmacher, AIA, Vice-President; John McLeod, AIA, Secretary-Treasurer; Michael Hoffman, AIA, Immediate Past-President; Shawn Brennan, AIA, David Epstein, AIA, Jessica Georgia, Assoc. AIA, Stephen Kredell, AIA and Lisa Rovner, AIA.  Guest:  David Sellers, AIA.

Proposed budget

The Officers met prior to the Board meeting and developed a proposed budget of $85,700 for 2008.  Michael suggested that all Officers attend Grassroots and that the entry fee for the Design Award Competition be raised to $70.  These figures are accounted for in the proposed budget.

Presentation by David Sellers

David had a proposal for a Design Competition, which would focus on rail-connected communities.  The Board was enthusiastic about his proposal and David will send Hanne a draft of the proposal, which she will forward to the Board.

Review

1. Annual Meeting & Design Award Presentations

a. Hanging the Design Award Show:  Guy will ask when the show can be hung and let the Board know so that he can have some help with this endeavor.  Hopefully this can be done on December 5th.

b. Hanne will send an e-mail to the members asking them to “save the date” for the Annual Meeting and Design Awards Presentations on December 6th.

c. Guy will check on the screen for the power-point presentations.

d. John will ask Christopher Nielsen if his Band would be able to play for about an hour.

e. Public Service Award:  Please let Lauren know if you have any suggestions.

Program Planning Updates

1. “ArtGate”

a. John reported that the packet for the “ArtGate” competition has not been released, as no sponsors have been forthcoming.  The Committee needs $6,000 to run this program and hopes to have commitments by the end of December so that the program will be ready for 2008.

1.) David proposed that AIA Vermont give “ArtGate” bridge funding, and the Board agreed to ear-mark $5,000 for the program.

2. Traveling Awards Show

a. The show will be at Norwich University from January 19th until February 3rd.

b. Hanne will look at spaces in Montpelier for February and ask Daniel Johnson about space at The Tip Top Media Building for March or April.

Committee Reports

1. Communications Committee

a. John regretfully reported that Andrea Murray finds it necessary to step down from the Board and resign her position as Editor of The Newsletter.  The Board was very saddened by this news but can well understand Andrea’s position.

1.) Lauren will ask Andrea is she could possibly stay on as Editor until a replacement is found.

c. The Web Site Sub-Committee will talk to Steven Clark about the future of the Web Site.

d. Bill McKibben has graciously accepted AIA Vermont’s invitation to “kick-off” 2008 with a program somewhere in Middlebury on January 22nd.   John will look into the possibility of having the event at Flat Bread in Middlebury.

e. Studio Socials

1.) The Studio Social at Birdseye Design on October 25th was a huge success.  The next Studio Social will be held at Gossens Bachman Architects, Montpelier in February.

2.    Public Policy Committee

a.   Lauren received an e-mail from VGBN concerning “High Performance Schools”, which will be their high priority for the upcoming legislative session.  VGBN requested someone from AIA Vermont to work with them on this legislation; Steve said that he would be interested.

b.  David volunteered to continue working with the Public Policy Committee, even though he will not be seeking another term on the Board.

3.  Young Architects

a. New England is looking for a representative for YAF (Young Architects Forum).

Other Business

1. Learning by Design

a. Lauren reported that two schools had submitted registrations for the “Livable Cities” competition; only one entry has been received.  The Committee will have something on this entry for The Annul Meeting.

b. Joanne Booraem of The Mater Christi School would like to become involved with The Learning by Design Committee.

Board Recruitment

1. Daniel Johnson has accepted the nomination for Secretary-Treasurer for 2008!

2. Several suggestions were made for new Board members and the present Board members will make calls to the suggested candidates.

3. Michael and Jessica will work on the Student Representative.

Respectfully submitted,

Hanne N. Williams, Hon. AIA/VT

Executive Director

