MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING

AIA VERMONT

Tuesday, October 16, 2007           Norwich University

ATTENDING:  Lauren Davis, Assoc. AIA, President; John McLeod, AIA, Secretary-Treasurer; Michael Hoffman, AIA, Immediate Past-President; Jessica Georgia, AIAS, Stephen Kredell, AIA, Donna Leban, AIA and Lisa Rovner, AIA.

Lauren began the meeting with a directive to have this meeting adjourn and future ones after two hours.  John will be watching the clock to keep the agenda on schedule.

Review of Programs

1. S.T. Griswold Tour.  Thursday, October 18th at 1:00 p.m.

a. It was suggested that the people on the Tour be asked for ideas on future tours.

2. “ Biomimicry:  Innovation Inspired by Nature”.  Lecture at Middlebury College, Thursday, October 18th at 7:30 p.m.

3. “Canstruction”.  Saturday, October 20th at The University Mall in South Burlington.

4. Open Studio Happy Hour.  Birdseye Design in Richmond from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00.

Program Planning Up-dates

1.    “ArtGate”                 John and Stephen

a. John distributed a new draft for the “ArtGate” design Competition.  Stephen explained the differences from the earlier concept and the Board heartily approved the new ideas.

b. John will have a draft for the program to the Board by October 30th for comments.  Please reply to John ASAP so that the program schedule can be sent to the membership on November 6th.

2.   Design Award Show         Lauren

a. All the entries for the 2007 AIA Vermont Design Awards Competition will be hung at The Metropolitan Gallery at Burlington’s City Hall on November 16th and will stay there until the 30th for the public to vote for a “People’s Choice Award”.

1) Lauren would welcome ideas for the wording on the ballots.  (lad@gvvarchitects.coom)

b. There will be an Opening Reception on Friday, November 16th from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00.

c. The Design Award exhibition will be at Norwich University from January 19, 2008 until February 3rd.

d. Hanne will arrange other venues for the exhibition.

3.   February        Building Professionals’ Summit Meeting.

a. Hanne will ask David Epstein and Michael for suggestions on a meeting space.

Committee Reports

1.   Program Committee    Lisa

a. Lisa distributed a revised aiaVT 2007-2008 calendar for programs.

1) Please note changes to the September 18th Board Minutes under Committee Reports:  Donna is responsible for February; John and Daniel Johnson will handle April and Lauren will do August.

2.   Public Policy Committee        Donna and Michael

a. Energy Code

1) Donna reported that Robert Dostis, Chair of the House Committee on Natural Resources and Energy and Joyce Errecart, Vice-Chair would like to meet with the Board to discuss reviving House Bill 520, which was an Energy Code bill.

b. Fire Codes

1) Michael reported that he had attended the Fire Marshall’s meeting on Codes today along with representatives from the Home Builders, AGC and Engineers.

a.) This group would like to pry codes from Fire & Safety and work for an integrated family of codes.

b.) The group will continue working on this problem and may apply for an AIA Grant in the spring.

c.) Michael noted that the code work has yielded a lot of alliances.

Other Business

1.  Learning By Design

a. Lauren reported that two schools with four students involved would be submitting entries to the Learning by Design competition “ Livable Cities”.

b. Lauren will be working on other programs in the spring of 2008.

2.  Congratulations to Michael!

a. Michael has been elected Secretary-Treasurer of AIA New England.  He will be proceeding up the ladder to the Presidency with a hope to be nominated as a Regional Director for New England.

3.  AIA Disaster Assistance State Coordinator.

a. Lauren sent information to the Board on the request for a Vermont Disaster Assistance Coordinator and Steven Clark volunteered for the position, which was applauded by the Board.

4.   Board Recruitment  

a. Donna would like to continue working on the Advocacy Committee; she will consider returning for another term on the Board.

b. Jessica is stepping down as the Student Representative.  Michael suggested asking the Norwich AIAS for suggestions on Jessica’s replacement.

c. David Epstein will not be seeking another term.

d. Lauren is asking Board Members to send her names of potential candidates for the Board.  She would like a strong mix of diverse interests.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 ahead of schedule!!

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, November 15th at Truex Cullins & Partners.  The Officers are asked to meet at 5:00 p.m. to prepare a proposed budget.  The entire Board will meet at 6:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Hanne N. Williams, Hon. AIA/VT

Executive Director

