MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING

AIA VERMONT

Tuesday, September 16, 2008      Middlebury College

ATTENDING:  Guy Teschmacher, AIA, President; John McLeod, AIA, Vice-President; Daniel Johnson, AIA, Secretary-Treasurer; Lauren Davis, Assoc. AIA, Immediate Past-President; Wendy Blakeman, AIA, Shawn Brennan, AIA, Michael Hoffman, AIA, Harry Hunt, AIA, Donna Leban, AIA, Lisa Rovner, AIA and James Sykes, AIA.

Committee Reports

1.  Program Committee 


John and Lauren

a. Lisa distributed an up-dated calendar which had adjustments to some upcoming events:

1.) Fall Studio Social; Lauren will talk to Joseph Cincotta at LineSync Architecture for a possible date.

2.) Design Seminar with Bill Reed; everyone agreed that Bill Reed’s Seminar fee of $5,000 was too much.  Perhaps we should move away from the 2008 theme of “sustainability” and start concentrating on “Honesty in Architecture” the theme for 2009 with a “kick-off” in January

3.) Vermont Neighborhoods Task Force will be co-sponsoring a Seminar with Smart Growth on November 18th.

b. The Committee will have a program draft for the next Board Meeting.

2.   Communications Committee

Daniel  

a. Due to time constraints, Shawn had to produce the summer Newsletters on a bi-monthly basis.  The Board unanimously thanked Shawn for the great job he has done with the Newsletters and agreed that quality is preferable than quantity.  

3.   Public Policy Committee


Guy

a. Guy and Donna attended the Building Code Group Meeting on June 2, 2008.

1.) There really isn’t anything new in regard to legislation. 

c. The Building Professionals’ meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 24th.  Please let Guy or Michael know if you have any issues for this meeting.

d. Michael asked if the Board would like to have AIA Vermont develop a PAC.  After some discussion, it was concluded that members should be encouraged to become more involved politically.

e. It was suggested that a collaborative statement on Public Policy be drawn up at the Building Professionals’ meeting.  The Public Policy Committee of AIA Vermont would take action on this statement.

4.   Long Range Planning Committee


Lauren

a. Lauren suggested that the Committee meet quarterly.

b. Committee would like to increase membership and will look into ways to accomplish this.

c. The Committee would like to get members involved with programs. The Vermont Neighborhood Task Force has been very successful in getting membership involvement.

d. Committee will meet before the next Board Meeting.

e. Committee would welcome ideas on raising revenues before the budget meeting in November.

f. All Committee assignments will be adjusted in November.  Harry and James, as new Board members can chose which Committees they would like to serve on.

g. Need to return to “Consent Agenda”.

Golf Tournament

    1.   Guy reported that the Golf Tournament was a huge success!   Everyone had a wonderful time and over $3,000 was netted for the scholarship program.

a. Guy was given a hearty round of applause for the great job he and his Committee did on the Tournament.  There was also applause for the AIA Volunteers; James, Lauren, Lisa and Hanne.

b. The Board thought that the Tournament for 2009 be held at the same place and time.

c. Guy thought that the numbers of teams worked really well.  He would like to increase the number of Sponsors in order to raise the revenues.

Upcoming Events

1. Wood Festival - September 27th-28th at The Thompson Center in Woodstock.

2. Renewable Energy Conference – October 15th with an opening reception on the 14th, Sheraton Conference Center, Burlington.

3. Award Show – “Peoples’ Choice”

a. Lauren is looking for a venue to hang the design Award entries before the Annual Meeting in December.  Some suggestions:  Main Street Landing, Burlington International Airport and the Burlington Town Center.

4. Donna will talk to Brian Mac about a tour of the Teal Farm.

Other discussion items

1. Learning by Design

a. The program has been sent to the schools and Hanne will send it to members with a request to distribute the program as they see fit.

2. “Canstruction”

a. Guy reported that only six teams are involved with this year’s “Canstruction’.

b. The Board decided that “Canstruction” be held every two years.

3. ICC Vermont Chapter

a. There will be another meeting to discuss an ICC Vermont Chapter.  Guy will attend this meeting and Donna will try to attend.

b. Guy will keep the Board informed on the progress of an ICC Chapter.

4. Joint meeting with AIA New Hampshire.

a. AIA New Hampshire suggested a program at the AVA Art Gallery in Lebanon for September 2009 as a first joint meeting. AIA Vermont could choose the program for 2010.

b. This meeting should be included in the Calendar for 2009.

5. Real Estate Development Industry request for co-sponsorship of LID Conference.

a. Donna will review the material sent to Hanne and will send the Board recommendations for Board action.

New Business

A motion was made to appoint James Sykes to the Board to serve in place of Christopher Blood who had resigned.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Next Meeting:  October 14th, 6:00 p.m. at Black River Design

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. after which the Board judged the photo entries for the 2009 AIA Vermont Calendar.

Respectfully submitted,

Hanne N. Williams, Hon. AIA/VT

Executive Director
